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WESTERN POWER RESTRUCTURE 
Statement by Minister for Energy 

MR F.M. LOGAN (Cockburn - Minister for Energy) [2.03 pm]:  A key election commitment of the Labor 
government in 2001 was the reform of the Western Australian electricity sector.  The need for a reliable and 
competitive electricity industry is fundamental to the state’s continued economic development and standard of 
services provided to all Western Australians.  The Carpenter government has fulfilled this commitment with the 
restructuring of the Western Power Corporation and the formal creation of four new entities - Verve Energy, 
Horizon Power, Western Power and Synergy - on 1 April. 

I now table a ministerial direction under the Electricity Corporations Act 2005 to support the restructure of 
Western Power.  Associated subordinate legislation will be tabled shortly.  This will relate to various transitional 
and consequential matters associated with the creation of the four new corporations.   

The restructure of Western Power represents one of the most significant reforms to one of the state’s public 
enterprises and sets the stage for a genuinely competitive electricity market.  While I am proud to be the energy 
minister to oversee the final stages of this successful outcome, I express my gratitude for the extensive work 
done by and considerable accomplishments of my predecessors as Minister for Energy, Hon Eric Ripper and 
Hon Alan Carpenter.  I also acknowledge the extensive work undertaken by government agencies, including the 
Office of Energy and Western Power, and those electricity industry stakeholders that provided such strong 
support throughout the consultation processes.   

For too long, the electricity industry stood still in this state while the opposition delayed the passage of the 
legislation required for the restructure of Western Power.  I recognise that this position was reversed because of 
the sensible approach adopted by the former Leader of the Opposition, the member for Kalgoorlie.  There are 
very positive signs that the benefits of reform are already being realised by the Western Australian economy, as 
commercial and industrial customers exercise their new ability to shop around.  Competition is supported by 
significant new private generation investment by proponents such as Alinta Ltd, NewGen Power Kwinana Pty 
Ltd, Griffin Energy Pty Ltd and Stanwell Corporation, to name but a few.   

The next exciting milestone will be the start of trading in the new wholesale electricity market in the middle of 
this year.  At that point, the industry will have moved from the market development and implementation phase to 
an operational phase.   

This government has delivered a new direction for the state’s electricity industry, one that focuses upon 
reliability and competition while safeguarding customer interests.  It is a very bright future for electricity users in 
this state. 
[See paper 1378.] 
 


